Primary central nervous system lymphoma.
A clinicopathological analysis of 18 cases of primary intracranial malignant lymphoma encountered in the period 1980 to 1994 is presented. The total SOL's in this period was 924, the incidence of malignant lymphoma working out to 2%. The patients age ranged from 14 to 72 years with maximum prevalence in the sixth and seventh decade. The male to female ratio was 2:1 and the patients presented with evidence of CNS deficit, change in mental status or raised ICI. 15 cases had a single site of involvement while 3 patients had multicentric lesions. As far as could be determined none of the cases had evidence of immunesuppression and test for HIV carried out in five cases was negative. All the tumors were subjected to light microscopy and the diagnosis was confirmed either by ultrastructural examination or immunohistochemistry. 13 tumors were large cell high grade lymphomas while the rest revealed smaller cells. Eleven patients received post operative radiotherapy and two were given post operative chemotherapy. The outcome of the patients was poor in most cases, fifteen out of eighteen died within two years.